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My Submission Speech on Plan Change 51 – Growth Precinct 4 

By Allan Dodge 

For 20 August 2019 

Thanks 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak this morning. 

Chairman of the RMA Hearing & Madame Mayor 

Hearing Panel Council Members 

Deputy Mayor 

MD Councillors 

Introduce Myself 

My name is Allan Dodge. My wife Sue and I have resided beside the area now known as 

Rimu Park for nearly 32 years. 

I am a dairy farmer’s son and a former Fonterra employee who worked in a Research 

Laboratory for nearly 20 years. 

I have been a Sole Director of my Scientific Consultancy business for 2 and a ½ years. 

I have always been interested in our flora and fauna and have been a member of the 

Manawatu Forest and Bird for about 12 years. 

My Presentation today is a distillation of all the 13 pages of my submission into one 

flavourful sensation containing both Key Questionsand Key Findings. 

Introductory Question 

The question for everyone at today’s Hearing is: 

“Do we want a Resilient Feilding Community?” 

My answer is yes, we do! 

If we plan for a Resilient Community, we have a chance of getting that in Feilding. 

So, then what goes to comprise a Resilient Community? 

My written submission refers to the town-planning type-research as conducted by Prof. 

Simon Kingham. Some results of his research, including Key Features of a Resilient 

Community, can be found in the Bibliography of my submission. His April 2017 MBIE 

(Ministry for Business, Innovation & Employment) talk was titled: 

“Learning from the Earthquakes: What are Resilient Communities?” 

This morning I want to focus on just one Key Feature of a Resilient Community and that is 

Green Spaces. 
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Key Finding: More Green Spaces 

One Key Finding from Prof Simon Kingham’s research is that we need more green spaces 

not less! 

Key Questions: 

1. What is a Green space? 

As a reminder only, it is those open spaces that are full of greenery, such as parks, reserves, 

paddocks, forest and even open spaces covered in grass. 

2 Key Green Space Examples: 

Rimu Park: This park is found between two streets: the end of Dewe Avenue - Where we 

live - and Roots Street. 

Makino Green Corridor: This is the riparian strip alongside Makino Stream which is 

covered in variable vegetation. The Proposed Plan calls this the Makino Green Corridor. 

2. Why do we need Green Spaces? 

A Key Finding from a collaborative study led by Prof Simon Kingham has shown that living 

near green spaces can boost mental health. This boost was shown for some adults living in 

Wellington. 

So, for stakeholders to build a Resilient Feilding Community we need to plan for Green 

Spaces and then build them. 

Green Spaces Not to Be Moved 

I mention Rimu Park because the Proposed Plan wants to ‘Land-Swap’ this Park. 

In a nutshell, Land-swap means to uplift Rimu Park from its current site on the Western-side 

of the Makino Stream and to place it on the other side of the Makino, the Eastern side. 

The result of this Land-Swapping leaves no Green Space on the Western side of the Makino 

Stream. Then the Proposed Plan wants to subdivide the present Rimu Park after re-zoning. 

I say no! 

Furthermore, there is a dire lack of Green Spaces in the Northern end of Feilding – there 

needs to more – not less! 

My Proposed Key Recommendations: 

1. Leave Rimu Park where it is – i.e. on the Western side of the Makino Stream. 

2. In addition, develop the Proposed Park (labelled PP), as the current Plan shows, on 

the Eastern side of the Makino Stream. 

So, we have an existing Green Space on the Western Side and a New Green Space on the 

Eastern Side of the Makino Stream. 

If we start with these recommendations, we have more Green Spaces that are likely to boost 

the mental health of our new Feilding Community thus building a Resilient Community. 
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Development of a Green Corridor – the Makino Corridor 

Terminology: 

The proposed Riparian Strip along the Makino Stream can be called the Makino Corridor 

extending from the John Palmer Reserve all the way to Reid Line West. 

Point 1: 

The Makino Corridor, as proposed, is designated to have a 10 metre riparian strip. 

In my view, this is not sufficiently sustainable in either of two Key Events: 

Be they a flood or be they a drought. 

Reasons: 

A: 

The Makino Stream is a temperamental meandering stream on a sedimentary low-level plain 

which is prone to flooding. 

B: 

Soil tests were conducted in a summer period when soils are dry. 

What about saturated soils in a high-water table? 

I suggest saturated soils in a high-water table situation are risky for both potential flooding 

and earthquake events. 

C: 

A Key Finding from the Horizons State of the Environment Report 2019 (‘Report’) is that the 

frequency of both flood and drought events are likely to increase in the foreseeable future. 

Consequently, the Makino’s temperamental nature is likely to increase with climate change. 

D: 

So, a 10 metre riparian strip is very inadequate for vegetation to sustain both a flood event 

and a drought event. 

It’s just not enough for any aesthetic appeal. 

Point 2: 

I propose that the Makino Corridor has a 20 metre riparian strip which can provide many 

benefits such as: 

A: 

The Makino Corridor can be more sustainable in either a drought or flood event due to both 

the variety and volume of the vegetation. At the same time, the wider width caters for the 

temperamental nature of the Makino. 

B: 

The value of this Corridor in a residential area: 

Beautification in keeping with Friendly Feilding’s reputation. Summarised in the statement: 

“16 times winner of the most beautiful town award in New Zealand.” 
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With well-planned and with appropriate variety of native vegetation suitable for this Makino 

Corridor, all this goes toward attracting more native birds that are currently residing around 

Rimu Park. My submission lists the current resident species of birds. 

In a nutshell, it is an ecological advantage to have a Green Space linkage such as Rimu Park 

and the Proposed Park with the Makino Corridor even down to John Palmer Reserve. 

Today, I want everyone to consider the wording of a Key Morsel of the Reserve Act 1977; 

Section (1): 

“…For the protection of the natural environment and beauty of the countryside, 

with emphasis on the retention of open spaces…” 

With all my points heeded to above, the import of this Key Morsel can be achieved for the 

Makino Corridor. 

C: Well-Being 

People can enjoy a variety of Recreational Activities such as running, walking, and cycling. 

Benefits of Mental Health for the Local Community a Key Finding from Prof Simon 

Kingham’s research. 

In a nutshell then, this Corridor adds perceived value to the Feilding Community with 

increasing the Well-Being of residents and attracting native fauna. 

D: Perceived Value 

The residential areas near the Corridor, have more value because the likelihood of flooding 

has been decreased. Then this area is seen to be not only a place to invest but also a place to 

live. 

In a similar manner, if Rimu Park was better developed then area surrounding it would be not 

only a place to invest but also a place to live. 

In Conclusion: 

All these points and reasons go towards building a Resilient Feilding Community. 

As various stakeholders, including the MD Council, prepare for the future, I suggest planning 

needs to have two important factors in the right balance: 

 One factor is the need for more Green Spaces; to build the new community’s Well-

Being including Mental Health. 

 The other factor is the need to house people from an expected demographic Growth 

Surge. 

[Note only for Allan - End with my Grandmother’s Proverb] 

“An ounce of prevention is better than a ton of cure.” 

If you forget everything else today, please – please don’t forget - 

We can build a Resilient Feilding Community by simply planning 

for and building more Green Spaces? 


